





exploring alternative means
of satellite signal connection.
Once the updated power system
matures, hardware redesigns will
address necessary mechanical
and manufacturingimprovements.
All changes will make the system
cheaper and easier to maintain.

On route to our goal of bringing
the Internet to thousands of
communities around the world,
we are at a critical junction. Our
next deployment of a moderate
number of stations will prove the
viability of our model on a larger
scale. We welcome your input
and need your help to make this
dream a reality!

About the IMAGINE
Project

The IMAGINE Africa Project began
in early 2008 when students from
the Space Systems Engineering
program at the University of
Michigan examined how off-the-
shelf technology could be used to

create low-cost satellite Internet

ground stations for the developing

world. Since that initial design

study, the students have improved

their design, and produced field-

ready prototypes. These units have
been operating in Kenya since
November 2008. Primary project

funding was provided by Google
and the University of Michigan’s

College of Engineering. Those
two organizations also provide
administrative  and  logistical

support to the project.

IMAGINE A ica
Contact Information

Darren McKague
University of Michigan
Atmospheric, Oceanic & Space
Sciences
Research Investigator;
Space Systems Engineering
Graduate Advisor
dmckague@umich.edu
734-763-6208

imagineproject@umich.edu

IMAGINE Africa in
the News

The project has also garnered
significant positive attention in
the media:

International Herald Tribune
“Bringing the Internet to
Remote African Villages”

published Feb 1, 2009

Voice of America News
Rural Areas of Kenya Get
Connected to the Web

published Feb 18, 2009

An early version of the IMAGINE Africa ground station
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