
Effective 
September 1, 
Thomas 
Zurbuchen  
became Associate 
Dean for 
Entrepreneurial 
Programs. The 
appointment is 
for a four-year 
period. The 

portfolio of activities that Thomas will 
undertake is much broader than the 
position title implies. Thomas will also be 
engaged in activities related to industry 
interaction and economic development, 
continuing education, publicity, and 
fundraising.   

These activities are synergistic and all are 
areas where we need some additional 
emphasis.  According to Dean David 
Munson, Thomas was the natural choice 
as the person to create this new position.  
In his short time as Director of the 
Center for Entrepreneurship, Thomas has 
energized much of the campus and our 
alumni community around the values 
associated with entrepreneurship:  
creativity, innovation, risk taking, and the 
drive to accomplish.    

Congratulations, Associate Dean 
Zurbuchen! 

 

Doug Neal began September 1 as the 
newly hired managing director of the 
Center for Entrepreneurship. He is a 
serial entrepreneur and experienced 
senior technology and operations 
executive that has spent the last 20 years 
working in leadership positions at various 
technology companies in California and 
Michigan. 

Prior to returning to his home state of 
Michigan, Doug was Vice President ð Endpoint Policy 
Management at iPass Inc. and formerly President & CEO of 
Mobile Automation. Doug began his career in network 
management software during college at Central Michigan 
University as a network administrator and software 
programmer. In 1986, he joined Hewlett Packard and led a team 
to develop a network version of some of their existing software 
products. In 1991, Doug joined Symantec's Peter Norton 
Division where he was the Lead Architect and Director of 
Development for their system management product line. He co
-founded Mobile Automation in 1997 believing that customers 
were missing an easy to use mobile system management 
solution.  

Doug and his family returned to Michigan in 2005 where he has 
spent the last four years pursuing his own entrepreneurial 
activities in addition to mentoring multiple technology startups 
in the Ann Arbor area in addition to working with SPARK, the 
Central Michigan Smart Zone and regional investment 
organizations.  Welcome Doug! 

Professor Thomas Zurbuchen promoted to new Associate Dean for 
Entrepreneurship Programs, Doug Neal new Managing Director 
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Magnetic Ventures, a student engineering company, has been awarded a $16,700 e-team 
grant from the National Collegiate Innovators and Inventors Association (www.nciia.org, info@nciia.org) to 
develop a new artificial joint.  Magnetic Ventures began at the University of Michigan as a result of a class 
project in an Introduction to Engineering Class (Engr 100) with a focus in Biomaterials and Design.  
 
The class, taught by Drs. Wynarsky and Hildinger, introduced students to the basics of the engineering design 
process and covered basic mechanics and materials problems. One of the overlying goals of the class was to 
study one medical device and find a way to improve it. John Sidhom took the lead in redesigning an artificial 
joint replacement. As he was already taking another class in electricity and magnetism, he created a novel 
artificial joint which utilized permanent magnets.  
 
He met with his physics professor and engineering professors on multiple occasions until he had refined his 
idea to what it is today: The Magnetically-Assisted Artificial Joint. 

by J.Sidhom, N.Clay 

and A Huang-Saad 

http://cfe.engin.umich.edu
http://www.engin.umich.edu/
mailto:thomasz@umich.edu
http://www.nciia.org
mailto:info@nciia.org
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Message from the Associate Dean 

The Center for Entrepreneurship is a space where students, faculty and staff can find the resources, 

expertise and an environment that empowers and inspires them to transform innovative ideas into 

rewarding ventures which have value for individuals, society and the business community. 

      Friends, 
 
Approximately two years ago I signed the 
contract to become the founding director of 
the Center for Entrepreneurship. The 
contract had two important parts. First, it 
clearly outlined what we were attempting to 
achieve and, secondly, it provided the 
opportunity to fundamentally transition or 
cancel the experiment in two to three years.  
We did not want to create the long-time 
survival of a bureaucratic entity that didnõt 

move things, provide change and have clear value for its constituents. 
Furthermore, it was absolutely clear to me that I wouldnõt be the ideal 
managing director if we were vastly successful. A successful Center for 
Entrepreneurship needs an entrepreneur as its director ð that seemed 
obvious from the start. Indeed, the initial report suggested: òAs the 
program begins to flourish, the program lead could be a member of the 
entrepreneurial community.ó 

Is the CFE successful and is it worth moving into the next stage? Thatõs a 
question we put a lot of thought into, and we asked our board of advisors 
and the broad community. The answer was a unanimous, resounding 
òYes.ó Indeed, the CFE does address an important need, as demonstrated 
by its growth and impact. In fact, the CFE experiment has succeed 
magnificently ð far beyond our initial expectations. We have quantitative 
evidence of the change weõve initiated and the value that weõve provided 
for our constituents. This success is due to individuals who work at or 
with the CFE and have put their heart and soul into their work.  

 
 

 
The Center for Entrepreneurship (CFE) at the 
University of Michigan has a laser focus ð to 
facilitate an entrepreneurial mindset within the 
University. We intend to foster various 
initiatives that encourage start-ups, and we 
know what that entails because the CFE itself is 
a true startup. We can walk the walké and 
weõre going to take you right along with us. 

When Thomas Zurbuchen and his band of 
rebels founded the CFE almost two years ago, 
they did so with a unique vision of 

entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs and how to educate and provide 
opportunity and assistance to those who have the passion for creating 
something new. Their vision included not just commercialization of 
unique technology but also a strong desire to develop social 
entrepreneurship and change the world. What they have achieved in a 
relatively short amount of time is truly amazing and they should feel 
extremely proud. 

Iõm thrilled to be part of the movement that the CFE has undertaken and 
to lead it through its next stage of development.  

 

Message from the Managing Director 

Cont. on page  4 

Cont. on page 7 
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Meet the New CFE Program Assistant, Judi Jones 

The Distinguished Innovator Speaker Series just gets better and better each semester! 

The fall semester has an amazing line-up of dynamic speakers sure to inspire any entrepreneur. 

One of the speakers is Furqan Nazeeri  (pictured, right), of Viridus, Inc.   

Furqan Nazeeri is a serial entrepreneur and angel investor.  He grew up on a farm in rural Oregon 
and came to the University of Michigan in 1988 following in the footsteps of his older brother.  
While at Michigan, he studied aerospace engineering and was leader of the national champion 1993 
University of Michigan solar car team.  After graduation, he joined a fledgling startup building plug-
in electric vehicles which became REVA, the worldõs largest manufacturer of on-road plug-in electric 
vehicles globally.  After graduating from Harvard University with a MBA in 1999, Furqan set upon 
an 8 year entrepreneurial career building companies that sell technology solutions to Wall Street.  In 
2004 he founded Pivot one of the fastest growing networks of professional traders backed by DFJ 
Gotham, Softbank Capital and others.  In 2007 he joined Softbank as an Entrepreneur-in-Residence 
and his work there evolved into his latest company, Viridus, which is a network of corporate 
professionals with the mission to create sustainable companies globally.   

Upcoming speakers are: 

¶ John W. Barfield of the Bartech Group on October 16 

¶ Margaret Boryczka of Apex CoVantage on October 23 

¶ Michelle and Aaron Crumm of Adaptive Materials, Inc. on October 30 
 
The Entrepreneurship Hours are Fridays from 3:00-4:00 p.m. (note the new 

start time) in the Stamps Auditorium. See all of our speakers at : cfe.engin.umich.edu 

 

Furqan Nazeeri of Viridus, Inc. 

¶ Art Fry, inventor of the Post-It  sticky notes on November 6 

¶ David Green, Ashoka Fellow on November 13 

¶ Nick Yang of KongZhong on November 20 

¶ Robert Wolfe of Moosejaw on  December 4 

Judi Jones joined the Center for Entrepreneurship (CFE) as a Program Assistant at the University of Michigan, Col-
lege of Engineering in September 2009 after two years of telecommuting and caring for her daughters. Prior to 
working at CFE she worked in Biomedical Engineering and the Electrical Engineering Computer Science Solid State 
Electronics Laboratory in an administrative capacity.  
 
In her spare time, Judi plays Principal Oboe with the Pontiac-Oakland Symphony in Pontiac, Michigan. She holds a 
Doctorate of Musical Arts from the University of Michigan, School of Music, which has enabled her to serve as a 

Temporary Instructor at Central Michigan University, and the University of Windsor in Windsor, Ontario Canada, and to teach privately both in 
Michigan and in Texas.  
 
Additionally Judi maintains an active freelance schedule, performing with orchestras such as the Kalamazoo, Flint, and Ann Arbor Symphonies and 
has performed with entertainers such as Anne Murray, Doc Severinsen, Dave Brubeck, Roberta Flack, and Lou Rawls. She joined the Midland-
Odessa Symphony in Midland, Texas in 1994 as Principal Oboe and was a member of the West Texas Winds, the resident woodwind quintet. Her 
demo CD A Dialogue Across Four Centuries is currently being sold through Frederic H. Weiner Inc. in Mineola, New York, Tap Music Sales.  
 
She lives with her husband Mark Jones (Multicultural Engineering Program Office) and two-year-old twin girls, Rachael and Sarah.  
     

Andrew Scott Crawford Entrepreneurship Library 

Interested in a fun read?  Not sure what to do for your business or idea?   

Check out the Andrew Scott Crawford Entrepreneurship Library of Resources available at the Center for Entrepreneur-

ship.  Andy Crawford was a faculty entrepreneur, who was instrumental in developing the first entrepreneurship class at the 

University of Michigan College of Engineering.  He taught this class for nearly two decades inspiring countless entrepreneurs.   

The newly formed CFE library is in 249 Chrysler Center and has valuable information about starting businesses and cool 

entrepreneurial stories.  Look over our collection and check out ones that interest you.  Students and faculty are invited to 

make use of the resources and/or contribute media to the library.   

 

http://cfe.engin.umich.edu
http://open-insights.com/home.html
http://www.bartechgroup.com/aboutUs/communityInvolvement.html
http://www.apexcovantage.com
http://www.adaptivematerials.com
http://www.jakkspacific.com/
http://www.music.umich.edu/about/facilities/directions.htm
http://www.cfe.umich.edu/
http://www.ashoka.org/node/3146
http://ir.kongzhong.com/overview.htm
http://www.startupnation.com/series/91/9028/put-web-work.htm
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After the class, John and a fellow engineer in the class, Nicholas Clay, decided to take their idea to 
the next level. In the winter of 2008, they competed in the Bay Area Innovatorõs Pitch Competition 
where they won 3rd place and a trip to San Francisco to meet with venture capitalists and other 
entrepreneurs. Shortly after, they founded their start-up, Magnetic Ventures L.L.C.  
 
In the last year and a half since then, Magnetic Ventures has met with numerous professionals and 
experts in the orthopedic and biomedical industries as well as surgeons and business consultants.  
They have also filed for a full patent with a patent attorney based in San Francisco, Jeffrey Schox.  
 
This team is bound by a strong desire to revolutionize the orthopedic industry. In doing so, they 
hope to relieve financial pain from Americaõs healthcare system and physical pain from patients 
waiting for joint replacement. These shared dreams unite the Magnetic Ventures management team 
and drive them to work through any setback. They have displayed a significant amount of 
commitment to this startup. The team has sacrificed free time to write business plans, and have 
missed classes to meet with surgeons. With this passion, this team has learned a great deal of 
information, and has been successful in several business competitions. To date, Magnetic Ventures 
won a Dare to Dream assessment grant, first place in MPoweredõs 1000 Pitches competition, and 
third place in the Bay Area Innovatorõs Competition. This team was one of three undergraduate 

teams to advance to the second round of the 2009 Michigan Business Challenge.  
 
Magnetic Ventures consists of CEO and CTO John Sidhom; COO and materials adviser Nicholas Clay; business adviser Jerry Zhao; and financial 
adviser Dadong Yan. John is the inventor of the Magnetically Assisted Artificial Joint, and is responsible of developing and refining our technology. 
Nicholas Clay oversees our day-to-day operations, and determines what materials to use in our prototypes. Jerry Zhao and Dadong Yan have done 
extensive market research and financial projections for Magnetic Ventures. This management teamõs biggest obstacle is inexperience, as all members are 
still undergraduates and have no industry experience. To compensate for this dearth of expertise, they have aggressively recruited several professors, 
surgeons, business consultants, and biomedical engineers to build their core competencies. 

Timothy Marzullo, a Postdoctoral researcher in BME Professor Daryl Kipke's Neural Engineering Lab (NEL), is one of 
thirteen outstanding individuals named to the first class of Kauffman Postdoctoral Fellows.  As a Kauffman Postdoctoral 
Fellow, Tim will benefit from entrepreneurship education and mentorship to make his business, Backyard Brains, Inc. a 
sustainable business.  Backyard Brains, founded by Tim Marzullo and Greg Gage, seeks to provide 
inexpensive tools to educational institutions and mass market consumers to study the nervous system. 
 
Timõs fellowship is being supported by the New Economy Initiative, a consortium of 10 Michigan 
foundations who have joined to revitalize the state's economy. "We are proud to continue our 
partnership with the Kauffman Foundation by supporting a postdoctoral fellow," said David Egner, 
executive director of New Economy Initiative. "Innovators such as Dr. Marzullo will take the lead in retooling Michigan's 
economy to produce leading-edge technologies." 
òSome of the best innovators become 'scientist-founders' who are both successful academics and high-growth 
entrepreneurs," said Sandy Miller, director of Advancing Innovation at the Foundation. "The Foundation has gathered 
some of the nation's most successful scientist-founders to mentor the next generation and keep this trend growing 
throughout the academy." 

    S t u d e n t  E n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  H a p p e n i n g s 

L to r, Jerry Zhao, Nick Clay and John Sidhom.   

               Tim Marzullo  

Tim Marzullo Named Kauffman Foundation Postdoctoral Entrepreneurship Fellow 

Magnetic Ventures, LLC  continued from page 1  

Neal message  continued from page 2 
The Toy Com-
petition is de-
signed to pro-
vide an interdis-
ciplinary effort 
for students to 

create and design new toys.  
 
This competition is brought to you by 
the generous support by Joshua 
Pokempner of Giddy-Up and the    
Center for Entrepreneurship.   For 
more information:                       
mpowered.umich.edu/index.php?

The energy, optimism and extreme focus on the target customer (students and faculty) are exactly the 
ingredients necessary for success. Itõs stated repeatedly that in a successful startup itõs all about the team, 
and the CFE is no exception to that rule. 

During the next 12 months our goals will be multifold. Weõll solidify the programs that have already 
been created and accelerate activities that will continue to unlock the energy and opportunities for stu-
dents and faculty. Weõll engage members of the community and create an entrepreneurial ecosystem that 
will facilitate growth. Iõm passionate about the work being done here and the opportunity not only to 
help our students and faculty achieve amazing things but also to help change Michigan and be part of 
the future of our Stateõs economic growth. 

I recall something Thomas said to me when I was interviewing for this role that truly underscored the 
importance, energy and excitement about the CFE. Thomas said, òFailure is not an option.ó So true ð 
that says it all. We might stumble but weõll learn from our mistakes and build on what we learn from 
them. After all, weõre entrepreneurs, and we walk the walk.         ñDoug Neal 
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